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quality of life for all men and women 
of Montana. 

f 

CONSERVATION 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, on Sep-

tember 3, 1964, President Lyndon John-
son signed the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund Act. The Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, or LWCF, 
was created by Congress to use reve-
nues from Outer Continental Shelf oil 
and gas development—a non-renewable 
resource—to invest in America’s re-
newable resources by creating parks 
and open spaces, protecting wilderness, 
wetlands and refuges, preserving habi-
tat, and enhancing recreational oppor-
tunities. 

The LWCF has been a remarkable 
conservation success story. In its 35-
year history, LWCF has supported the 
acquisition of nearly 7 million acres of 
parkland and the development of more 
than 37,000 park and recreation 
projects. In my state of Rhode Island 
alone, LWCF has invested over $32 mil-
lion in nearly 400 state and local parks 
projects, including $1.7 million for de-
velopment of Roger Williams Park in 
Providence, $1.1 million for Scar-
borough State Beach in Narragansett, 
and $536,000 for rehabilitation of the fa-
mous Cliff Walk in Newport. Because 
State and local governments provide at 
least half of initial project costs and 
assume all operation and maintenance 
costs in perpetuity, each Federal dollar 
leverages several dollars in non-Fed-
eral contributions. 

But despite the LWCF’s success, 
funding for the program has fallen well 
below its authorized level of $900 mil-
lion per year, and the stateside grant 
program was completely zeroed out in 
1995, even as offshore oil and gas reve-
nues increased and the need for parks 
and open space continued to rise dra-
matically. 

Last year, President Clinton pro-
posed an historic Lands Legacy budget 
initiative to fully fund the LWCF at its 
authorized level. Although appropri-
ators did not fully fund the Lands Leg-
acy budget request, Members of Con-
gress are clearly getting the message 
Americans are sending to Washington 
about the need for major conservation 
legislation to promote open space and 
recreation. 

On May 11, the House of Representa-
tives passed H.R. 701, the Conservation 
and Reinvestment Act of 2000, by a 
vote of 315–102. The ‘‘CARA’’ bill, which 
would automatically set aside revenues 
from offshore oil and gas leases to fully 
fund the Federal and State LWCF 
grant programs for the first time in 
decades, was the product of an extraor-
dinary bipartisan compromise between 
the House Resources Committee chair-
man, DON YOUNG, and the ranking 
member, GEORGE MILLER. The CARA 
bill would provide nearly $3 billion an-
nually until 2015 to support conserva-
tion efforts across the country. 

All eyes are now on the Senate, Mr. 
President. Across the country, Ameri-
cans in cities, suburbs, and rural areas 
have joined State Governors, city and 
town planners, wildlife program man-
agers, hunters and fishermen, and envi-
ronmental organizations to call on the 
Senate to act on this historic legisla-
tion. 

Several bills have been introduced in 
the Senate: 

S. 2123, introduced by Senators 
LANDRIEU and MURKOWSKI, is identical 
to H.R. 701 as reported by the House 
Resources Committee; 

S. 2567, introduced by Senator BOXER, 
is identical to H.R. 701 as passed by the 
full House; 

S. 2181, introduced by Senator BINGA-
MAN, would support many of the same 
programs as the House bill but would 
distribute a greater percentage of 
LWCF stateside funds evenly among 
the states, benefitting states with 
small populations, such as Rhode Is-
land. In addition, it would support a 
number of marine research and con-
servation programs; 

And there are several more bills, all 
of which seek to fully fund the LWCF 
and preserve our natural heritage for 
future generations. 

Mr. President, none of these bills is 
perfect; there is always room for im-
provement. Members of the Senate 
may disagree, for example, on how 
much funding should go to coastal as-
sistance, or federal land acquisition in 
western states, or endangered species 
protection. I, for one, believe it is criti-
cally important that we provide $125 
million or more each year for the 
Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery, 
UPARR, program, as well as full an-
nual funding of $150 million for the His-
toric Preservation Fund. We should 
also avoid creating incentives for new 
offshore oil and gas drilling. 

Whatever our differences over the de-
tails of this legislation, Mr. President, 
the important thing is that we pass a 
bill this year. Any one of these con-
servation bills would represent an un-
precedented and desperately needed in-
vestment in our natural resources and 
our cultural and historic heritage. 

But we have to act soon. There are, 
at best, 33 legislative days left in the 
106th Congress. Many members of this 
body, myself included, are disappointed 
that the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee has postponed 
several markups of the CARA bill. But 
we understand that Chairman MUR-
KOWSKI and ranking member BINGAMAN 
are working to satisfy a wide array of 
regional interests on the Committee, 
and we continue to hope that an agree-
ment can be reached in time for the 
Committee to approve the bill next 
week. We would urge the Majority 
leadership to move the bill expedi-
tiously to the floor following the Com-
mittee’s action. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to send to the President a 

bill that will respond to our constitu-
ents’ overwhelming calls for Congress 
to make a substantial and reliable in-
vestment in the conservation of our 
Nation’s wildlife, coastal resources, 
and open spaces. The momentum is 
with us, and we should not miss this 
rare opportunity to create a conserva-
tion legacy for generations to come. 
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THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Thursday, 
July 13, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,666,740,403,750.26 (Five trillion, six 
hundred sixty-six billion, seven hun-
dred forty million, four hundred three 
thousand, seven hundred fifty dollars 
and twenty-six cents). 

One year ago, July 13, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,625,005,000,000 
(Five trillion, six hundred twenty-five 
billion, five million). 

Five years ago, July 13, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,933,342,000,000 
(Four trillion, nine hundred thirty-
three billion, three hundred forty-two 
million). 

Ten years ago, July 13, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,152,611,000,000 
(Three trillion, one hundred fifty-two 
billion, six hundred eleven million) 
which reflects almost a doubling of the 
debt—an increase of over $2.5 trillion—
$2,514,129,403,750.26 (Two trillion, five 
hundred fourteen billion, one hundred 
twenty-nine million, four hundred 
three thousand, seven hundred fifty 
dollars and twenty-six cents) during 
the past 10 years.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING JANET R. STEWART 

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to an outstanding rep-
resentative of Washington State, Jan 
Stewart. Ms. Stewart will soon com-
plete her year as national president of 
the American Association of Nurse An-
esthetists (AANA). I am very pleased 
that one of Washington State’s own 
was tapped as the 1999–2000 president of 
this prestigious national organization. 

The AANA is the professional asso-
ciation that represents over 27,000 prac-
ticing Certified Registered Nurse Anes-
thetists (CRNAs). Founded in 1931, the 
American Association of Nurse Anes-
thetists is the professional association 
representing CRNAs nationwide. As 
you may know, CRNAs administer 
more than 65 percent of the anesthetics 
given to patients each year in the 
United States. CRNAs provide anes-
thesia for all types of surgical cases 
and are the sole anesthesia provider in 
over 65 percent of rural hospitals, af-
fording these medical facilities obstet-
rical, surgical and trauma stabilization 
capabilities. They work in every set-
ting in which anesthesia is delivered, 
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